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— Beginning in August —

FRONTLINE APOLOGETICS:
How To Share Your Faith and Values

Effectively With Non-Believers

   A course for those who want to
broaden and deepen their understanding
of the Christian faith so as to more
effectively explain and defend what they
believe and why they believe it

Tuesdays, 7 PM
Perimeter Church

and
Wednesdays, 7 PM

Johnson Ferry Baptist Church
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Christianity Thru the Centuries:
From Constantine to Augustine

(c. 300-450 A.D.)

   A systematic, in-depth study of the
most pivotal era in Christian history

Dr. Jefrey Breshears
Sundays – 11:15 AM
(Beginning August 16)

Johnson Ferry Baptist Church
 

Upcoming Seminars

Why Young Adults Are
Leaving the Church

by Jefrey Breshears
  

In an article entitled “Why College Students Are Really Leaving the
Church,” [see www.facebook.com/TheAreopagus], Klinton Silvey, a young
Christian apologist and the founder of Life-in-Progress Ministries, makes
several points that should be taken seriously. You’ve probably read articles on
why most Millennials drop out of church after high school, and the reasons
typically range from “They were never really saved in the first place” or
“They don’t understand the importance of Christian fellowship” to “We need
to make church more relevant or interesting for youth” (which often means,
“We need to make church more exciting and fun”). 
   

While there may be some truth in each
of these reasons, they miss the two most
formidable challenges facing young
Christians today: the moral climate in
our universities (and in our culture in
general), and the intellectual challenges
they will face after high school.
  Whether they ever consciously think
about it or not, young people have to
believe that the Christian faith is in
fact true. In other words, they have to
be convinced that the Christian faith is
worth devoting their life to. This is a
seminal point that we constantly
emphasize in apologetics. But many
church leaders seem not to get the point.
As Silvey writes, “It may be that,
because they grew up in a culture that
was friendlier to Christianity, church
leaders don’t realize the need to prepare
students for the intellectual challenges
they will face in college...” – to which I
would add, “or in the workforce.” 

Silvey continues: “Most churches,
including probably yours, do a terrible
job teaching people, especially high
school and college students, why they
should believe Christianity is true.”
Many evangelical churches do a credible
job teaching what the Bible says about
the central doctrines of our faith, but of
course this does no good if a person isn’t
convinced that the Bible is in fact the

supernaturally-inspired and authoritative
written Word of God. 

Silvey warns, “Your youth group kids
are going to enter a college world (if
not a high school) that is openly
hostile to the Christian faith. Your
students will be challenged to defend –
using evidence and reason – every
aspect of their faith. My freshman year
in college, I thought I knew why people
ought to believe in the Christian faith.
But I wasn’t prepared at all.” Silvey is
not unique. In fact, he is probably
representative of more than 95% of
Christian young people and adults.

How prepared are you to handle
honest questions and challenges by
nonbelievers? How prepared are your
children and grandchildren and the
students in your church? As serious
Christians, we should strive to broaden
and deepen our understanding of the
faith so we can explain and defend not
only what we believe but why we believe
it. And that, in essence, is the purpose
and the value of Christian apologetics.

This is also the focus of our Areopagus
fall seminar, “Frontline Apologetics:
How to Share Your Faith and Values
With Non-Believers.” Join us for this
important study, and encourage others –
especially Christian students – to take
advantage of this unique opportunity.    

UPDATE



 — Thursday, August 13  — th

PSYCHOLOGY AS RELIGION:
The Cult of Self-Worship

by Paul Vitz

A review and discussion by Larry Dougherty

The Areopagus Calendar

   

FOUR VIEWS ON REVELATION:
How Should We Interpret

Biblical Prophecy?
A presentation by

Bob Ross

 

   The Apocalypse of John has always
been the most enigmatic and
controversial book in the Bible, and
throughout history Christian scholars
have held varying opinions on how the
book should be interpreted. But most
contemporary Christians are not aware
that there have been four major
interpretive views of Revelation:

• Preterist – most of the prophecies
in Revelation were fulfilled literally
in the past during the time of the
Roman Empire;

• Historicist – the prophecies have
been fulfilled throughout history
and are still being fulfilled today;

• Futurist – most of the prophecies
will be fulfilled literally in the
future; and 

• Symbolic (or “spiritual”) – most
prophecies depict the ongoing
cosmic conflict of spiritual forces in
this world and the supernatural
realm, and may be fulfilled in
many ways throughout history.  

    

    Join us for a fair and balanced
review and critique of these four major
interpretive views of Revelation – and
the central message of the book that all
Christians should understand. 
    

Thursday, September 17th

7:30 PM
Perimeter Church / Fellowship Hall

Upcoming Forums
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   A modern classic, Vitz’s book is a thoughtful critique of
modern psychology and an indictment of the values of the
“me” generation. Focusing on the popular theories
associated with secular humanism, Vitz, a Christian
psychology professor at NYU, offers a careful analysis of
the scientific, philosophical, ethical, and religious
presuppositions of much of modern psychology. 

www. TheAreopagus.org

 — A new Areopagus series —

 — Thursday, September 3  — rd

MIND AND COSMOS:
Why the Neo-Darwinian Conception of Nature

Is Almost Certainly False
by Thomas Nagel

A review and discussion by Bruce Phillips

Mt. Bethel Community Center
4608 Lower Roswell Rd. / Marietta

7:30 PM

   The modern materialistic theory of life completely fails
to explain such fundamental realities such as conscious-
ness, intentionality, meaning and value. Thomas Nagel, an
atheist professor of philosophy at NYU, argues in “Mind
& Cosmos” that this failure to account for something so
integral to nature as mind is a major problem that

threatens to unravel the entire naturalistic worldview.    


