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1. Atheists believe that life is

 meaningless
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Such, in outline, but even more 
purposeless, more void of meaning, is the 
world which Science presents for our belief. 
Amid such a world, if anywhere, our ideals

 henceforward must find a home. That Man is 
the product of causes which had no prevision 
of the end they were achieving; that his origin, 
his growth his hopes and fears, his loves and 
his beliefs, are but the outcome of accidental



#$%"&'()*"+",%-"#$%"#./()*"+"012/("0()$3*49"0"5$*62%*$"(2"7,4"8,..3* :

 collocations of atoms; that no fire, no heroism, 
no intensity of thought and feeling, can 
preserve an individual life beyond the grave; 
that all the labours of the ages, all the 
devotion, all the inspiration, all the noonday

 brightness of human genius, are destined to
extinction in the vast death of the solar system,
and that the whole temple of Man’s

 achievements must inevitably be buried 
beneath the debris of a universe in ruins – all 
these things, if not quite beyond dispute, are 
yet so nearly certain, that no philosophy which

 rejects them can hope to stand. Only within 
the  scaffolding of these truths, only on the 
firm foundation of unyielding despair, can the

 soul’s habitation henceforth be safely built.
 [Bertrand Russell, “A Free Man’s Worship,”

Mysticism and Logic and Other Essays (London:
Allen & Unwin, 1963), 41.]  
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About the only solution the atheist can 

offer is that we face the absurdity of life and 
live bravely. Bertrand Russell, for example, 
wrote that we must build our lives upon “the 
firm foundation of unyielding despair.” Only 
by recognizing that the world really is a 
terrible place can we successfully come to 
terms with life. Camus said that we should

 honestly recognize life’s absurdity and then 
live in love for one another.

The fundamental problem with this 
solution, however, is that it is impossible to 
live consistently and happily within such a

 worldview. If one lives consistently, he will 
not be happy; if one lives happily, it is only

 because he is not consistent. Francis 
Schaeffer has explained this point well. 
Modern man, says Schaeffer, resides in a 
two-story universe. In the lower story is the 
finite world without God; here life is absurd, 
as we have seen. In the upper story are 
meaning, value, and purpose.

Now modern man lives in the lower story
 because he believes there is no God. But he
 cannot live happily in such an absurd world;
 therefore, he continually makes leaps of faith 

into the upper story to affirm meaning, value, 
and purpose, even though he has no right to,

 since he does not believe in God. Modern 
man is totally inconsistent when he makes 
this leap, because these values cannot exist

 without God, and man in his lower story does 
not have God. [William Lane Craig, 
Reasonable Faith (Wheaton, IL: Crossway

 Books, 1994), 65.]  
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2. Atheism is responsible for the

 greatest crimes in human history
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3. Atheism is dogmatic!
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FI9',.K)'>26'4+'1:77+54'(.1'*234'4(24'24().141'25)

7)+7,)'-(+'(2=)'5)29'4()'?+,<'>35.74:5)1'2/9
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+*',23K'+*')=.9)/3)'-(.,)'j+;)541'9.16.11)1'e(5.14
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4. Atheists think everything in the
 universe arose by chance
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M254.*.3.2,'1),)34.+/N'7)5*+56)9';<';5))9)51'+*
,.=)14+3KG'F/';+4('321)1C'1),)34.+/')J)541'2'(.0(,<
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5. Atheism has no connection to science
?XjjF>&''X,4(+:0('.4'.1'7+11.;,)'4+';)'2

13.)/4.14'2/9'14.,,';),.)=)'./'`+9'O'21'1+6)
13.)/4.141'1))6'4+'62/20)'.4'O'4()5)'.1'/+'S:)14.+/
4(24'2/')/020)6)/4'-.4('13.)/4.*.3'4(./K./0'4)/91
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13.)/3)'.1G'
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F4'9.9'/+4'(2=)'2'7:57+1)'21'X5.14+4,)'9)3,25)9'O'./
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-21'4()'35)24.+/'+*'2',+0.32,C'./4),,.0)/4'U/+4'4+
6)/4.+/'+6/.13.)/4'2/9'+6/.7+4)/4W'`+9G'X1'2
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The heavens declare the glory of God; 
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  
Day after day they pour forth speech; night 
after night they display knowledge. There is 
no speech or language where their voice is 
not heard. Their voice goes out into all the 

earth, their words to the ends of the world.'

'' $(24'.1C'+*'3+:51)C'4()'?);5)-'P.;,)G'].K)-.1)C
./'j+62/1'b&AD'4()'27+14,)'Q2:,'-5.4)1&'

For since the creation of the world God’s
 invisible qualities – his eternal power and 

divine nature – have been clearly seen, being
 understood from what has been made, so 

that men are without excuse.
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3(:53(62/G'H(<i'd+5'4()'5)21+/1'1)4'+:4'2;+=)G
$()1)'6)/'U2/9'1+6)4.6)1'-+6)/W'-2/4)9'4+
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4()+5<a

o !2+2.(2#%&32,'O'7(.,+1+7()5'2/9'./=)/4+5
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624()624.3.2/'2/9',+0.3.2/.K5B&2'.G0&3$
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3+,,2;+524+5'+/'4()'>6%/;%<%-#?-34'&-3%;-WG

H.4(+:4';),2;+5./0'4()'7+./4C'<+:'32/'`++0,)

!012&3.8%,3&0)'O'20/+14.3'2145+/+6)5C'7(<1.3.14
2/9'3+16+,+0.14'-(+'(21';))/'24'4()'*+5)*5+/4'+*
9)=),+76)/41'./'(.1'*.),9'./'4()',214'3)/4:5<'Ue(.)*
+*'4()'$()+5)4.32,'@.=.1.+/'24'"X>XC'd+:/9./0
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-/A#34'#"(36./.&'6('./'-(.3('()'3+/4)67,24)1'4()

6)2/./0'+*'4()'P.0'P2/0'21'*+,,+-1&'
For the scientist who has lived by his faith 

in the power of reason, the story ends like a 
bad dream. He has scaled the mountains of

 ignorance; he is about to conquer the 
highest peak; as he pulls himself over the 
final rock he is greeted by a band of 
theologians who have been sitting there for
centuries.
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You will hear me say many times that the
 atheist adopts, when it suits his/her 

argument, the categories and distinctions 
that come from a God-directed world view. 
They always pretend that these are simply

 natural ideas that somehow come with the
 programming with which we are equipped. 

That somehow these things have come 
about through some kind of evolutionary

 development connected with the survival of 
our species. Things like categories of right 
and wrong.  
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8. Atheists believe that there is nothing

    beyond human life and human
    understanding 
?XjjF>&..X4().141'25)'*5))'4+'296.4'4()',.6.41

+*'(:62/':/9)5142/9./0'./'2'-2<'4(24'5),.0.+:1
7)+7,)'25)'/+4G'F4'.1'+;=.+:1'4(24'-)'9+'/+4'*:,,<
:/9)5142/9'4()':/.=)51)a';:4'.4'.1')=)/'6+5)
+;=.+:1'4(24'/).4()5'4()'P.;,)'/+5'4()'m+52/
5)*,)341'+:5';)14':/9)5142/9./0'+*'.4G'H)'9+'/+4
K/+-'-()4()5'4()5)'.1'3+67,)J',.*)'),1)-()5)'./
4()'3+16+1C';:4'4()5)'6.0(4';)G'F*'4()5)'.1C'1:3(
;)./01'3+:,9'(2=)'9)=),+7)9'2/':/9)5142/9./0'+*
/24:5)I1',2-1'4(24'=214,<')J3))91'+:5'+-/G
X4().141'32/'*5)),<')/4)542./'1:3('7+11.;.,.4.)1G
$()<'2,1+'32/'296.4'4(24'.*';5.,,.2/4
)J4524)55)145.2,1')J.14C'4()'3+/4)/41'+*'4()'P.;,)'2/9
4()'m+52/'-.,,';)')=)/',)11'.675)11.=)'4+'4()6
4(2/'4()<'25)'4+'(:62/'24().141G
d5+6'4()'24().14'7+./4'+*'=.)-C'4()'-+5,9I1

5),.0.+/1':44)5,<'45.=.2,.k)'4()'5)2,';)2:4<'2/9
.66)/1.4<'+*'4()':/.=)51)G'#/)'9+)1/I4'(2=)'4+
233)74'2/<4(./0'+/'./1:**.3.)/4')=.9)/3)'4+'62K)
1:3('2/'+;1)5=24.+/G
j%>Q#">%&''F'6:14'3+/*)11'4(24'F'9.9/I4

5)2,,<'5)29'4(5+:0('2,,'+*'4()'4)/'7+./41'=)5<
325)*:,,<'O'24',)214'/+4'4+'42K)'4()'250:6)/41'+/
;+259C'62<;)'4+',++K'24'4()'M4.4,)1GN'P:4'4(.1'.1'4()
6+14'./2/)'<)4G'FI6'(277<'4+'M250:)N'-.4('>26'.*
()'(21'4(+:0(4'2;+:4'1+6)'4(./01'2/9'-2/41'4+
;5./0'1+6)')=.9)/3)'4+'4()'42;,)'O';:4'-()/'()
452.,1'+**'./4+':/1:;142/4.24)9'M)=)5<+/)'205))1
4(24GGGN'1424)6)/41C'()',+1)1'6<'./4)5)14G'd.514'+*
2,,C'4(24',)2=)'/+4(./0'4+'250:)'202./14G'?)5)-.4(
6<'3+67,2./41G
d5+6'4()'*.514'1)/4)/3)C'4()5)'.1'/+

1:;142/4.24.+/G'F/'L:14'-(24'-2<'25)'24().141'./'2
;)44)5'7+1.4.+/'4+'296.4'4()',.6.41'+*'(:62/
:/9)5142/9./0i'F*'>26'17)/4'2/<'4.6)'-(241+)=)5
-.4('4(./K./0'e(5.14.2/1C'()'-+:,9';)'-),,'2-25)
4(24'.*'()'-)5)'4+'(2=)'2'3+67,2./4'202./14':1C'.4
-+:,9';)'4(24'-)'(2=)'4++'/255+-'2'=.)-'+*'4()
7+4)/4.2,'+*'(:62/':/9)5142/9./0G'H)'25)C'.*
2/<4(./0C'72./*:,,<'2-25)'+*'4()'1(+543+6./01
U524.+/2,.k24.+/'=1G'524.+/2,'/24:5)W'+*'(:62/
5)21+/G'>+'7+./4'+/)'.1'2'05+11'6.1:/9)5142/9./0
+*'(.1'1:;L)34G
MF4I1'+;=.+:1'4(24'/).4()5'4()'P.;,)'/+5'4()

m+52/'5)*,)341'+:5';)14':/9)5142/9./0'+*'U4()
:/.=)51)WGN'#;=.+:1i'?+-'1+i'#/,<'.*'>26'(21

9)3.9)9'4(24'624)5.2,.14.3'13.)/3)'.1'4()'+/,<
1+:53)'+*'45:4(G'?)'6.0(4',.K)'4+'5)*,)34'+/'4()'*234
4()'P.;,)'(21'M75)23()9N'35)24.+/'+:4'+*'/+4(./0
U'D#/%4%1.W'*+5'1)=)52,'4(+:12/9'<)251';:4'4(24'4()

13.)/4.*.3'3+66:/.4<'6+3K)9'.4'2/9'75)23()9'2
M14)29<'1424)N':/.=)51)':/4.,'-),,'./4+'4()'AD4(

3)/4:5<G'])4'2,+/)'4()'./1.0(4'P.;,.32,'4)J4'UF'32/I4
17)2K'*+5'4()'m+52/'2/9'(2=)'/+'./4)/4.+/'4+'9+
1+W'0.=)1'./4+'4()'(:62/'()254'2/9'(+-'-)'1(+:,9
,.=)'+:5',.=)1G'\:14'-(24'9+)1'13.)/3)'4),,':1'2;+:4
4(24i''?666C',)4'6)'4(./KG''F1'4()'2/1-)5
/.34%/=i''

X/9'-(24'.1'4(.1'95.=),'2;+:4'29=2/3)9
3.=.,.k24.+/1i'$()'P.;,)'12<1'/+4(./0'2;+:4'1:3(
.11:)1G'F*'2/'2,,87+-)5*:,'`+9'3(++1)1'4+
62K)g2,,+-'+4()5'29=2/3)9'3.=.,.k24.+/1'O'4(24I1
?.1'75)5+024.=)G'X02./C'.*'>26'17)/91'2/<'4.6)
-.4('4(./K./0'e(5.14.2/1C'()'-.,,'/+4'-2/4'4+
7:51:)'4(.1',./)'+*'250:6)/4G'$()'6)1120)'+*'4()
P.;,)'.1'4+'`+9I1'7)+7,)'()5)'+/')254(G'"+4(./0
6+5)'U4(+:0('4(24'./'.41),*'.1'2';.0'4(./0WG'X/9
-(+'12<1C')J3)74'+*'3+:51)'4(24'72526+:/4
./4),,)34'>26'?255.1C'4(24'4()1)')J4524)55)145.2,
3.=.,.k24.+/1'-.,,'1(25)'(.1'35267)9'.9)2'+*'4()
P.;,)i'H(24'./'4()'-+5,9'.1'4()'3+//)34.+/
;)4-))/'2/')/(2/3)9':/9)5142/9./0'+*'4()
624)5.2,'-+5,9'2/9'2'35.4.32,'244.4:9)'4+-259
5)=)2,)9'>35.74:5)i'H)'(2=)'2,5)29<')142;,.1()9
4(24'>35.74:5)'2995)11)1'2/')/4.5),<'9.**)5)/4'5)2,6
O'4()'(:62/'()254C'6+52,.4<C'12,=24.+/C
5),24.+/1(.7'-.4('`+9'O'4+'-(.3('13.)/3)'9+)1'/+4
17)2KG'F1'>26'1:00)14./0'4(24';)44)5'13.)/3)'-.,,
;)'2;,)'4+')**)34.=),<'2995)11'4()1)'.11:)1i''
M$()'-+5,9I1'5),.0.+/1'45.=.2,.k)'4()'5)2,';)2:4<

2/9'.66)/1.4<'+*'4()':/.=)51)iN'X02./C'FI6'/+4'./
2'7+1.4.+/'4+'17)2K'*+5'+4()5'5),.0.+/1G'P:4
e(5.14.2/.4<';6'-3'A#6+9)5/'13.)/3)';)32:1)

e(5.14.2/1';),.)=)9'4(24'4()'-+5,9'-21'2'524.+/2,
2/9'-),,8+59)5)9'7,23)'+*'./)14.62;,)';)2:4<'O'/+4
1+6)'52/9+6'3+/0,+6)524.+/'+*'2'1)4'+*
3+67)4./0'0+91'4(24'-+:,9'/+4';)'1:13)74.;,)'4+
524.+/2,'./=)14.024.+/G'X4().141'+/3)'202./
M;+55+-N'4()'e(5.14.2/'=.)-'2/9'75)4)/9'4(24'.4'.1
4()';21)'321)G'P:4'4+'4()')J4)/4'4(24'4()<'25)'M/+/8
e(5.14.2/1N'4().5'()5.420)'.1'2'7202/'=.)-'4(24'4()
-+5,9'32//+4';)'K/+-/G''
j)2,,<C'F')J7)34)9';)44)5'*5+6'>26G'P:4'()'.1

./35)21./0,<'9)6+/14524./0'2',23K'+*'4(+:0(4'2/9
2/2,<1.1'O'4(./01'()'-+:,9C'F'(2=)'/+'9+:;4C'3,2.6
4+';)'(2,,625K1'+*'(.1'M)/,.0(4)/)9N'24().14.3'=.)-
+*'4()'624)5.2,'-+5,9G'$()5)'62<';)'./4)5)14./0
2/9'3(2,,)/0./0'250:6)/41'4+';)'629)'+/'4()
24().14'1.9)G'P:4'>26'.1').4()5':/*26.,.25'-.4(



#$%"&'()*"+",%-"#$%"#./()*"+"012/("0()$3*49"0"5$*62%*$"(2"7,4"8,..3* !B

4()6'+5'4(./K1'4(24'(.1'2:9.)/3)'U+4()5'24().141'O
;)32:1)'1:5),<'4(./K./0'e(5.14.2/1'25)/I4',.14)/./0
4+'(.6W'-+/I4'/+4.3)C'9+/I4'325)C'+5'3+:,9/I4
*+,,+-'4()6G

9. Atheists ignore the fact that religion is

    extremely beneficial to society
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10. Atheism provides no basis for

      morality.
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