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Last night | saw the Jesus Revolution movie with some friends. Unlike so many “ Christian”
movies that are notoriously simplistic, this one actually has some depth, and | was not
disappointed.

(If possible, see the movie with friends — especialy if you know anyone who was involved in
the Jesus Movement to some extent — so you can discussiit afterward. Watching a movie later on
Netflix by oneself or with a spouse typically doesn’t have the same effect.)

In 1972 my wife and | attended Calvary Chapel in Costa Mesa, CA at the height of the Jesus
Movement. Straight out of college, it had a profound impact on our lives. Later, for several
years prior to returning to grad school at the end of the’ 70s, | traveled throughout the Southeast
representing the companies that produced most of the “Jesus music” of the eraincluding
recording artists such as Love Song (featured in the movie), Larry Norman, Barry McGuire, Phil
Keaggy, the 2nd Chapter of Acts, Keith Green, Chuck Girard, and many others. I've also written
and taught on the Jesus Movement in the past in various Areopagus seminars (see below).

The Jesus Movement of the early 1970s sparked some remarkably creative and innovative
ministries. It was amost certainly the greatest evangelistic explosion in all of American history
based on the sheer numbers of those who experienced life-changing spiritual conversions during
thistime.

Jesus Revolution is a powerful and emotive film depicting the joy and celebration, but also
some of the intense struggles and pain associated with the first phase of the Jesus Movement as
thousands of young people — including mostly hippies, drug addicts and other countercultural
rebels — were brought to faith in Jesus Christ when one faithful and courageous visionary pastor,
Chuck Smith of Calvary Chapel in Costa Mesa, California opened up his small, conventional
church to those who were being drawn to Christ through the remarkable ministry of a very gifted,
eccentric and mercuria hippie street evangelist named Lonnie Frisbee.

What these young people experienced, in their words, was the ultimate “ spiritual high” in
life. But soon, readlity set in as we cannot live our lives on feelings alone. The exhilaration and
sense of community that these young followers of Christ initially experienced was soon
challenged by the redlities of living in the material world with all the pressures of life. Over the
subsequent months and years many learned the hard way how to live authentically for Christ in a
society and culture that values above all else status, success, power, wealth and entertainment. In
his letters to the church in Thessaloniki, the apostle Paul offered sage advice applicable to
followers of Christ in every eraof history when he wrote:

“Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with
your hands,... so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so you will not



be dependent on anybody....
[ Furthermore,] “ those who will not work shall not eat.” — I Thes. 4:11; Il Thes. 3:10

Aswith most any “historically-based” motion picture —and in contrast to a straight
documentary — Jesus Revolution exploits certain “ creative liberties’ in presenting the interwoven
lives of three key figuresin the early Jesus Movement: Chuck Smith, Lonnie Frisbee and the
young spiritual seeker Greg Laurie, who was destined to become a prominent mega-church pastor
and evangelist in Southern California. Asan historian, I wish such productions were more
factually fastidious rather than straying into the wonderland of “artistic freedom”. For me, reality
is always more interesting than fantasy. But the script and production are certainly accurate
enough to convey the phenomenal spirit of this unique episode in American Christian history.

It isinteresting that this movie comes out at the same time that a spiritual awakeningis
reportedly happening at Asbury and several other colleges and seminaries around the country. |
have no doubt that God is preparing Christians for a New (spiritual and moral) Dark Age that has
descended not only on America but the crumbling edifice of what remains of Western
civilization in general. Never before have depravity and degeneracy been so accepted and
celebrated. Never before have Christians in our country been so ridiculed and marginalized in
our education, governmental and corporate establishments, the media, and in popular
entertainment. Never before have those “who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their own
sight” who “call evil good and good evil” (Prov. 5:21, 20) been so dominant and powerful in our
society. Today, Americais sadly bereft of wise and courageous leadership — not only politically
but in every aspect of our culture including so many churches. Nor has the persecution of
Christians around the world been any more intense as currently is the case. Unless Americaand
Western civilization in general experience a spiritual awakening totally unprecedented in its
depth and scope, | have no doubt that God is preparing true Christians for increasingly troubled
times as we lurch uncontrollably into the “ Brave New World [Order]” that both secular and
Christian prophets from George Orwell and Aldous Huxley to C. S. Lewis and Francis Schaeffer
have warned us about.

A popular prayer during the Jesus Movement was “MARANATHA!" —“Come, Lord Jesus.”
That should be our prayer today aswell. But meanwhile, God has called us to follow and serve
him with all our heart, soul, mind and strength — and to love others wholeheartedly and
unreservedly — regardless of the consequencesin thislife.
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